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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pre-Meeting
Virtual-specific - Log in and start your Zoom meeting about 20 minutes before presentation time. 

Have PowerPoint up with opening slide as families arrive when in person. 

Wait a few minutes after the beginning of presentation before starting, to allow any latecomers into the meeting. 

Thank them for coming and let them know the presentation will start in just a few minutes as we wait for everyone to join.  
Ask them if they have the materials for the activity ready (if there is a planned activity)
Announce any reminders/housekeeping items.
Take attendance
 
 
Welcome
Good evening/afternoon, my name is _________________, and I am a ____________ with Girl Scouts–Arizona Cactus-Pine Council.  

[I also have _____________ here/on the call who will be co-hosting/helping me with this meeting. He/she/they is a __________. ] 

Now we would like to take a moment and let everyone introduce themselves. Please start with your name, your daughter’s name, her grade. And we’d love to hear what Girl Scout experience you’re both most excited about for your daughter. 

Alright, let's go ahead and get started.  

Thank you for joining our Introduction to Girl Scouts event! We are so excited that you’re interested in learning more about Girl Scouting! For over 100 years, Girl Scouts has been helping girls realize their full potential through the Girl Scout Leadership Experience. That’s what we’re here to talk to you about today.

Today we will be spending 30-45 minutes together. We will provide lots of great information about Girl Scouts, the many different ways your girl can participate, how to join and at the end we’ll have an opportunity for questions and discussion. Our goal is to answer any questions you may have and get you started with the next steps.

Does that sound good?  Great!



About Girl Scouts

Worldwide Movement 

10 million girls and adults

59 million Girl Scout Alums

In 146 countries

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Girl Scout mission is to build girls of courage, confidence, and character, who make the world a better place. 

Through Girl Scouting girls learn skills, explore the world around them, and participate in community service activities—all at a level that matches their age and skills. 

Girl Scouts is a worldwide movement serving 10 million girls and adults and 59 million Girl Scout alums - across 146 countries. In the U.S., 111 Councils are chartered by GSUSA to serve girls in specific geographic areas.
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About Your Council

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arizona Cactus-Pine Council covers all of central and northern Arizona and a portion of New Mexico and Utah where the Hopi and Navajo lands overlap. 

Together, with thousands of adult volunteers, we serve over 10,000 girls in grades K-12 throughout more than 90 local communities. Staff members support direct services to girls, to the volunteers who also work with girls and families, and their surrounding communities.

Both Girl Scouts of the USA and Arizona Cactus-Pine Council value and honor diversity, equity and inclusion among staff, board, girls, and adult volunteers and members. The Girl Scout Movement was founded to help all girls to reach their full potential and to create a safe place for girls to foster their individual growth, character, self-sufficiency, and leadership.

Girls and volunteers are able to learn not only about themselves, but about acceptance and appreciation of individuals from a variety of backgrounds. Girl Scouts strives to adapt our activities to girls who have disabilities or special needs. And we provide inclusion training and resources for our volunteers and troop leaders working with girls.
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On My Honor, I will try 
to serve *God and my country, 

To help people at all times 
and to live by the Girl Scout Law.

*Members may substitute for the word God in 
accordance with their own spiritual beliefs.

Foundational Values

I will do my best to be

Honest and fair, 

friendly and helpful, 

considerate and caring, 

courageous and strong, 

and responsible for what I say and do, 

and to respect myself and others, 

respect authority, 

use resources wisely, 

make the world a better place, 

and be a sister to every Girl Scout.

Girl Scout  Promise Girl Scout Law

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Girl Scout Movement is open to all girls and adults who accept the Girl Scout Promise and Law. They are the shared, foundational values of our organization and we recite them when we gather together. 

Will someone volunteer to read the Promise? 

***READ THE DISCLAIMER IN THE PROMISE before proceeding to the Law. *** 

Please substitute the word God in accordance with your own spiritual beliefs. Everything in Girl Scouting is based on the Girl Scout Promise and Law, which includes many of the principles and values common across religions. So Girl Scouts remains a secular organization and always encourages girls to take spiritual journeys via their own faith. 

PROMISE RECITED

Thank you for volunteering.

Would someone else volunteer to read the Law for us?

LAW RECITED

Thank you so much for volunteering.
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Girl Scouts are more likely than non-Girl Scouts to:

Leadership Outcomes

Have strong sense of self  (80% vs 68%)

Have positive values  (75% vs 59%)

Seek challenges and learn from setbacks  (62% vs 42%)

Develop and maintain healthy relationships  (60% vs 43%)

Exhibit community problem-solving skills  (57% vs 28%)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Research shows: Girl Scouts is proven to help girls thrive in five key ways:   

She’ll develop a strong sense of self.  
She’ll seek challenges and learn from setbacks.  
She’ll display positive values.  
She’ll develop and understand how to maintain healthy relationships.  
She’ll learn community problem solving skills. 

Research also shows that Girl Scouts are more likely to raise their hand in class, earn better grades, aspire to higher levels of education, exhibit strong leadership skills, and feel hopeful about their futures. They also are more likely to have adults in their lives who help them think about their future and pursue their goals.

Girl Scouting truly has a strong, positive impact on girls, helps them shine at school and beyond, and ultimately develop into citizens who are responsible, caring, and engaged—who are prepared for a lifetime of leadership.
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The Girl Scout Leadership Experience: Program Model

The Girl Scout 
Difference

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Girl Scouts offers the best leadership development experience for girls in the world – one that is designed with, by and for girls.

The engine that drives the Girl Scout program is the Girl Scout Leadership Experience (GSLE). This one-of-a-kind leadership learning and development model provides girls with age-specific knowledge, skills and values intentionally linked to the leadership outcomes we shared on the previous slide. 

GSLE outlines WHAT girls do in Girl Scouting and HOW they do it.

GSLE engages girls in becoming leaders through the three leadership keys—Discover, Connect, and Take Action—and is carried out through the processes of being Girl Led, Learning by Doing, and Cooperative Learning. 
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Program Focus Areas

Outdoors
Adventure and skill building, 

including through camping 

experiences for all age levels, from the 

backyard to the backcountry.

STEM
Computer science, engineering, 

robotics, outdoor, STEM, and more.

Entrepreneurship
The Girl Scout Cookie Program–the 

largest girl-led business in the world–

teaches goal setting, decision making, 

money management, business ethics, 

and people skills.

Life Skills
Civic engagement, healthy living, global 

citizenship, communication skills.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our robust skill-building programs are designed to equip girls for success now and prepare them to be successful in the future. Girl Scouts develop and explore interests through innovative curriculum across key areas of focus: STEM, the outdoors, developing life skills, and entrepreneurship. 

While girls may be exposed to these subjects at school, in other youth programs, or even on their own, Girl Scouts experience them in ways that help put them on a path to a lifetime of leadership, adventure, and success. 

Our Council’s programs and outdoor educations teams are continuously planning countless programs and opportunities for troops and girls of all ages! They often work with community partners to offer a variety of unique experiences and events. For example...

For STEM she might get to explore the skies with Lowell Observatory or visit the Arizona Science Center!
She can experience the outdoors on a day or night hike, learn how to canoe or kayak, go horseback riding, or learn how to build campfire and make smore’s which are a Girl Scout tradition!
She’ll learn age appropriate life skills such as cooking, how to care for a vehicle, and how to manage money. 
And for entrepreneurship, we have the number one girl led business in the world, which we will discuss more about in bit. Our Girl Scout cookie program!
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Program Portfolio

Girl Scout
Daisy

Grades K-1

Girl Scout 
Ambassador

Grades 11-12

Girl Scout 
Senior

Grades 9-10

Girl Scout 
Cadette

Grades 6-8

Girl Scout 
Junior

Grades 4-5

Girl Scout 
Brownie
Grades 2-3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Girl Scouts is available to girls in Kindergarten all the way up through High School. We have six grade levels in our program portfolio and each offers new opportunities and skills progression. 

(Read the room – only share in depth about the grades of audience’s girls)

Daisies are our Kindergartners & 1st graders: They earn Daisy petals which are a version of badges. These help them learn more about the Girl Scout Law, such as respecting authority, being friendly and helpful, courageous and strong, and using resources wisely. Daisies may begin exploring nature and the outdoors at day camp.
 
Brownies are in 2nd & 3rd grade: they earn badges that build upon the values they learned in the Girl Scout Law. For example, they may progress beyond respecting authority to learning about good citizenship. Brownies may further explore the outdoors by attending camp overnight and take a more active role in setting their goals and budgeting their profits in the cookie program.
 
Juniors are in grades 4 & 5: they work on badges that continue to explore values such as building confidence and self-esteem. Girls may attend a week-long residential summer camp; they’re able to set their own cookie program goals and decide how to spend their profits. Many Juniors also complete their Bronze Award (we’ll talk about high awards a bit later), to make a difference in their community and practice new leadership skills.
 
Cadettes are in grades 6-8: They’re learning and developing the foundation for leading their own lives and in the world. They’re often taking the lead in community service projects to earn their Silver Award. They’re planning what they will do with their cookie proceeds which frequently they’re saving for exciting future travel adventures and service projects. 
 
Seniors and Ambassadors are high schoolers (9-12 Grades): They’re using their Girl Scout sisterhood to better themselves and the world around them. They’re raising their voices to advocate for issues they care about and they’re often working on the highest achievement for a Girl Scout, the Gold Award, which will open many doors for them as they bridge to adulthood. 
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Girl Scouts Curriculum

Girls Guide to Girl Scouting Journey Guides

Available online at our Girl Scout Council Shop – girlscoutsaz.org/shop

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our Girl Scout programming is designed to meet each girl where she is, help her grow, and grow with her. Whether she is building a robotic arm, coding her first app, learning to tie her shoes, practicing braided knots, or creating her own board game, we have an exciting array of choices and opportunities to suit her interests and abilities at every age.  

Girls can earn badges at every grade level by achieving specified objectives for any given topic or competency. They’re a great way for girls to explore their interests and learn new and relevant skills. We have a badge for almost everything, many or which are in our Girl Guide to Girl Scouting which is pictured above. Some of the badges include think like a computer programmer, animal habitats, digital movie maker, citizen scientist, truth seeker, art in the outdoors, and we even have cyber security and automotive badges!
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• Join or Form a Troop

• Be an Independent Girl 
Member (IGM)

• Join a Virtual Troop or 
Virtual Experience

• Attend Camp or Outdoor 
Experience 

• Travel

• Join Series and Events

Ways to Participate

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are tons of ways to have fun and participate in Girl Scouts and not every girl’s experience is the same– 

She can join a troop, you and her can form your own troop, she can attend camp & council activities, travel, or even join as an individually registered member outside of a troop, also known as an Independent Girl Member or IGM. You can choose whatever works best for you and your girl. And of course, she can always mix and match to meet her needs. 

A troop is a group of girls and adults (minimum of 5 girls and 2 adults) who meet on a regular basis to engage in Girl Scout Program activities. Troops are often organized according to grade levels which places girls together with other girls in the same social and developmental stage. 
IGMs (Independent Girl Members) can do anything Girl Scouts in a troop can do! They work on Girl Scout programs with the guidance of a caregiver or another adult mentor.
This allows her & you to tailor her experience and allows her to complete the grade level program guide on her time.  
Sometimes, if there aren’t troops available in your area, or a troop is no longer meeting, becoming an Independent Girl Member or IGM is the best way to start right away or continue her experience. 

Regardless of how your girl participates she can always earn badges and patches – through activities completed online, on her own at home, through council events, or within her troop. She can participate in the Cookie Program, get outdoors and go to camp, travel the country—maybe even the world. 

As a side note, we always encourage our families to reach out to the council if something isn’t working so that we can find other options for your girl. We understand sometimes a troop isn’t the right fit or a schedule changes and a girl needs something different and we’re always happy to help make sure she gets the best experience for her. 
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Virtual / Girl Scouting at Home

• girlscoutsaz.org/virtual-gs

• girlscouts.org/athome

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are also happy to be able to share free access to lots of resources and fun, through at-home activities that will keep your girl engaged and learning. Through Virtual Girl Scouts and the national Girl Scouts at Home offerings, we provide free access to a wide variety of Girl Scout activities, including some free virtual programs! 
You can find those at

girlscoutsaz.org/virtual-gs 
girlscouts.org/athome

Feel free to take a screen shot or picture of the screen. [wait a few moments before moving on.]
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Camp  |  Four Beautiful Properties

• Camp Maripai (Prescott)

• Willow Springs Program 
Center (Prescott)

• Shadow Rim Ranch 
(Payson)

• Parsons Leadership 
Center (Phoenix)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Camping is so much fun and the outdoors are a key element to the Girl Scout Leadership Experience! There is also an abundance of research that shows how the outdoors benefit youth – we know girls learn teamwork, independence, responsibility, and gain a deep appreciation for nature. Our Council is grateful to own and maintain four beautiful camp properties to make memorable experiences possible for all girls who want it.

We have two in Prescott - Camp Maripai which is affectionally known for being our “horse camp” but also offers lots of other adventure programs. And our other beautiful Prescott camp, Camp Willow Springs which has lots of programming for our arts lovers including pottery, music, and theater. That’s not all though, they also have a high ropes course and plenty of outdoor adventure, as well! 

Payson is home to our high-adventure-focused Shadow Rim Ranch Camp. In addition to a rock-climbing wall and a ropes course, it’s also known for canoeing on the Pake –it’s too large to be a pond and too small to be a lake so we call it the Pake. And during the summer this location always offers climbing and hiking excursions throughout the region.

And last but certainly not least is our newest camp, The Bob and Rene Parsons Leadership Center nestled at the base of South Mountain in South Phoenix. Not to worry though, there’s a pool and air-conditioned cabins as well as activity centers to keep the girls cool and safe during the hot summer months. Parsons primarily hosts day camp and overnight reservations for families and troops. It’s a great place for first time campers to try out camp (and it’s likely closest to home!). This is also where our council shop is located. (feel free to update on the open status. i.e. accepting reservation, curb-side pick-up, etc.)
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Travel & Destinations

California Adventure

Machu Picchu and the Sacred Valley

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We offer lots of great travel opportunities for both troops and girls who want to travel individually. 

From field trips to global excursions, many Girl Scouts earn money, most often through the Girl Scouts Cookie Program, to help fund all sorts of travel adventures. Many of our troops divide their cookie proceeds between travel and community service projects. Our troops frequently choose to visit California to experience the beaches, amusement parks and zoological institutions, but they can go anywhere. We have some troops that travel to Europe and other amazing global hot spots. Most importantly though, is that the girls decide where they want to travel and do the majority of the planning. 

Each year we also offer special Destination program opportunities for girls ages 11 and older. These opportunities provide a chance for girls to travel individually (by that I mean, not with her troop), but with other Girl Scouts from around the country and the world. Through Destinations adventures she is able to make friends from all over as she explores different places, sees and learn new things, and packs her bags full of inspiring, life-changing experiences and memories.

Some past Destinations include: 
Machu Picchu and the Sacred Valley
Chalet in Switzerland
Costa Rica studying/rescuing baby sea turtles

Some upcoming trips include:
Exploring Australia & New Zealand
Charting the Galapagos Islands
Colorado Equitrekking at a beautiful Horse Ranch
Rainforest, River & Reef- Exploring Costa Rica
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Girl Scout Cookie Program

Goal 
Setting

How to 
develop a 
business plan.

Decision 
Making

Think critically 
and solve 
problems.

Money 
Management

Directly handle 
customer 
money.

People 
Skills

Engage with 
members of the 
community and 
develop 
confidence.

Business 
Ethics

Develop positive 
values like 
honesty and 
integrity.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we mentioned before, the iconic Girl Scout Cookie Program is the number one girl-led entrepreneurial program in the world and more than 50% of women business owners were Girl Scouts.

Product sales are a very important component of the Girl Scout experience because girls are learning five valuable skills while empowering themselves through financial independence. She learns:

Goal setting
Decision making
Money management
Business ethics 
People skills

In addition to these skills, she’ll also be earning money or program credits to support the experiences and service projects she chooses. 
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Highest Awards  |  Next Level Leadership

Each year, Girl Scouts provide more than

75 million hours
of service to improve their communities.

Girl Scout Seniors
Girl Scout Ambassadors

Grades 9-12

Girl Scout Cadettes
Grades 6-8

Girl Scout Juniors
Grades 4-5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Girl Scouts are committed to learning about and serving their communities. Through Girl Scouts she’ll have the opportunity to go above and beyond to make a difference in not only her community but also the greater world. Girl Scouts recognizes her contributions and we have many different service awards available for her to earn at each Girl Scout level. 

The skills and experiences she gains throughout her service projects also set her up for our three most prestigious recognitions called High Awards - the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards.

All three of these awards give girls the chance to do really big things in their communities while supporting issues they care about.

The Girl Scout Gold Award is the most prestigious award in the world, and it's also the most difficult to earn. Girls who earn this award create a community legacy that can even translate into benefits like college scholarships or advancing a full rank (or sometimes two, depending on the branch) if she were to join the military.




20

Register at girlscoutsaz.org
Annual Membership is $25 

Optional

• Guidebooks ($19.50 each)

• Sash/Vest and initial patches (approx. $40)

• Events, camps, trips (varies)

Troop Dues

Most troops collect dues at each meeting, around $2-5 

*Financial assistance is available to help with the cost of registration, dues, startup 

materials, event fees, and summer camp: girlscoutsaz.org/financial-assistance

Membership + Supporting Your Adventures

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The annual registration fee for both girls and adults to join Girl Scouts is $25. [Currently we have the new member deal. For only $35 anyone can join today, and the membership will be valid through 9/30/2022.]

Financial assistance is available to help with the cost of registration, and all other costs like books and uniforms, event fees, and summer camp. We never want a girl or family to miss out due to financial constraints and would encourage any family facing hardship to contact us for more information. 

Although badge guidebooks are not required, many girls do choose to purchase them. They are $19.50 at regular price, however they are often on sale at our council shop. 
Uniforms are also not required, but strongly encouraged so that girls have a place to display their badges & patches and a uniform to wear to special events. A sash or vest and the initial patches typically costs around $40.00.
Most troops collect dues at each meeting to help support troop costs, these often range between $2-$5.00 per meeting. Typically troops meet two to four times per month. 
Sometimes there are also additional fees for optional events, camps & trips. 
Troop dues and troop participation in the product sales helps to offset the cost to families for supplies, badges, patches, events, camps and field trips. Participation in product sales also helps the troop become more self-sustaining.




22

Girl Scouts Supports 
Your Family.
• Reinforces the values you’re teaching at home

• Provides fun and meaningful bonding 
experiences you’ll cherish forever

• Deepens your family’s connection to the 
community

• Offers girl-focused family resources and advice 
on navigating today’s complex world

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Girl Scouts supports families by:  
Reinforcing the values you’re teaching at home  
Offering fun and meaningful bonding experiences you’ll cherish forever  
Deepening your family’s connection to the community  
Supporting you and yours with tailor-made family resources and advice on navigating today’s complex world

This also includes you, the adults! There are so many wonderful experiences you can have with your girl as a girl scout parent, troop supporter, or even as a troop leader. 

Girl Scouts is a volunteer driven organization and we depend on parents, community leaders and other caring adults to invest in the lives of girls. We are so thankful for the thousands of adults who provide the safe space, guidance, and leadership that make Girl Scouting possible for thousands of girls! 

Being a Girl Scout Volunteer is an incredible way to spend purposeful and meaningful time with your girl along with championing girls in your community. 
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Volunteers Power Girl Scouts

Collaborative Troop Approach

Troop Committee = Troop Success

Presenter
Presentation Notes

As we mentioned before Girl Scouts is a volunteer driven organization. Parents, friends and other family members can provide time, experience and ideas to help support their troop and the troop leaders. Girls who have family support and participation in their Girl Scout adventures are more likely to have a positive experience in Girl Scouts. 

There are lots of ways to get involved with her troop. (read a few of the bullets)
You could help coordinate troop communications, 
Help plan outings, 
Manage troop finances, 
Coordinate specific programs, 
Teach the girls something new to help them earn a badge, 
Assist with driving to events,
Help plan a camping trip or troop travel. 

Being a volunteer in her troop comes with so many benefits to you too. You’ll get the chance to make unforgettable memories, sharing special activities and experience with your girl. You’ll build your network as well as your professional and personal resume, give back to your community, and make new and lifelong friends. 

You could even consider becoming a troop leader. There are so many girls looking for Girl Scout troops, and we are always in need of leaders. Our Council provides all training and resources (including a handy mobile app for all planning!). We also help connect girls and families to the troop to get you started.
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• Become a member of Girl Scouts

• Complete a background check

• Complete provided trainings

• Hold Regular Troop Meetings 
(2-4 hours a month)

• Attend Monthly Service Unit 
Meetings (2 hours a month)

What does being a Troop Leader entail?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We like to ensure that our new incoming families know what’s required to be a Girl Scout Troop Leader. 

All Troop Leaders are required to register and complete a background check. 

Then complete a basic training course which usually takes about three hours and can be done online or in-person (as permitted). 

All of our leaders are connected with a Volunteer Support Coach from their geographic area/neighborhood to serve as a mentor.  

To support our Troop Leaders, we offer an amazing online planning tool called the Volunteer Toolkit or VTK. It quickly guides our leaders through planning of each meeting and even the whole year. As girls progress through each Girl Scout level, they take on more responsibility for helping to plan their own meetings, service projects, badgework, and trips too. 

Leaders also decide how often to meet as a troop, and also when and where they will meet. Some troops meet every other week, others on specific days of the month. Some troops are really zealous and meet weekly–it really depends on the troop. 

In order to better serve our volunteers and girls, our council is broken into smaller localized geographic areas, which we call service units. Most of these service units host monthly leader gatherings to help leaders network, ask questions, and share valuable information. These are traditionally done in-person, however most service units now offer a virtual Zoom option to as well.

If you’re thinking about becoming a troop leader for your girl’s troop, we’re happy to help guide you through the process. We’re also happy to answer any questions at the end of this meeting about being a leader. 




Don’t hesitate to contact us!

girlscoutsaz.org

join@girlscoutsaz.org

602-452-7040

facebook.com/gsacpc

@gsacpc

@gsacpc

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At this time, we’ve shared a lot!! We will be reaching out to each of you by phone over the next few days to discuss next steps for your family. If you’re ready to register and get your girl started on her journey now, please feel free to head on over to girlscoutsaz.org/join and click the ‘Join’ button to complete your registration form. [We placed the link in the chat box.] 

In the meantime, we are happy to answer any questions you may have now too. If your questions are specific to your girl/family, we would like to answer those individually after the general questions and the meeting has concluded. 

[Please feel free to unmute your mic now or ask questions in the chat box.]  

Thank you so much for joining us this evening. Please feel free to remain here with us if you still have any questions!
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